





EXHIBIT A

Mono County/ Tri-Valley Groundwater Map 2. Hammil Valley
Management District Data Request
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EXHIBIT B

R21-

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OF THE MONO COUNTY TRI-VALLEY GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT
DISTRICT DECIDING TO BECOME THE GROUNDWATER
SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY FOR ALL PORTIONS OF THE
OWENS VALLEY GROUNDWATER BASIN
WITHIN THE STATUTORY BOUNDARIES OF THE DISTRICT

WHEREAS, the Mono County Tri-Valley Groundwater Management District (the
“District”) is a special district created by legislation approved by the State of California and
charged with managing groundwater resources within the Benton, Hammil, and Chalfant
Valleys of Mono County (see California Water Code Appendix Chapter 128); and

WHEREAS, the TVGMD’s jurisdiction overlies a portion of the groundwater basin
delineated in Department of Water Resources’ (DWR) Bulletin 118 as the Owens Valley
Groundwater Basin (the “Basin”) and designated as a low-priority basin by (“DWR”); and

WHEREAS, the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act of 2014 (“SGMA”) was
enacted by the California Legislature through Senate Bills 1168 and 1319 and Assembly Bill
1739 and took effect on January 1, 2015; and

WHEREAS, SGMA provides for the management of groundwater basins designated
by DWR as high-priority and medium-priority basins by the State Water Resources Control
Board (“State Water Board”) in the event that no local agency decides to serve as the
Groundwater Sustainability Agency (“GSA”) for such a basin by June 30, 2017 and a
Groundwater Sustainability Plan (“GSP”) is not adopted by the GSA for such a basin by
January 30, 2022 (for high-priority and medium-priority basins); and

WHEREAS, subdivision (a) of Water Code section 10723 authorizes any local agency
or combination of local agencies overlying a groundwater basin to elect to become a GSA for
that basin under SGMA; and

WHEREAS, subdivision (c)(1)(H) of section 10723 provides that the District is the
exclusive local agency within its statutory boundaries and, therefore, shall serve as the GSA
within its boundaries, unless it notifies the California Department of Water Resources
(“DWR”) otherwise; and

WHEREAS, after noticing public hearings to receive input on its election to serve as
the GSA for the portion of the Basin within its jurisdiction and holding and/or participating in
such meetings throughout the region at which the requirements of SGMA, and the potential
for the TVGMD to serve as the GSA within its boundaries, were discussed and public and
stakeholder input was provided, on March 15, 2017, the Board of Directors of the District
elected to become the GSA within the portion of the Basin within its jurisdiction and affirmed
its commitment to work collaboratively with other local agencies within the Basin to
sustainably manage groundwater resources in a manner that preserves local control and
minimizes adverse impacts to local groundwater users;
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EXHIBIT B

WHEREAS, based on the Basin’s then-designation by DWR as a medium-priority
basin; the concern that the State Water Board might determine the Basin to be “probationary”
and impose its management and regulation on groundwater use within the Basin; and the
belief that DWR would be more likely to award a GSP preparation grant to a single GSA than
multiple GSA, (i) on or about August 1, 2017, the District decided to join the Owens Valley
Groundwater Authority (OVGA) Joint Powers Agreement to create a single GSA for the Basin
and (i) thereafter, on April 18, 2018, the District withdrew its “exclusive” GSA status and
directed staff to notify DWR of its withdraw that status; and

WHEREAS, in June or July 2018, DWR recognized the OVGA as the exclusive GSA
for the Basin; and

WHEREAS, in October 2017, the OVGA applied for a GSP preparation grant and in
September 2018 was awarded a grant for approximately $725,000.00 for the preparation of a
GSP for the Basin; and

WHEREAS, in February 2019, DWR re-designated the Basin a low-priority basin
thereby eliminating the SGMA requirement that a single GSA (or multiple GSAs) be formed
for the preparation of a GSP (or coordinated GSPs) for the sustainable management of
groundwater within the Basin; and

WHEREAS, between March 2019 and August 2019, more than half of the original
local public agency members of the OVGA, including the District, requested and were
granted permission to withdraw from the OVGA joint powers agreement following DWR’s re-
designation of the Basin as a low-priority basin; and

WHEREAS, several local public agency members, including the County of Mono, and
other entities and organization since added to the OVGA board of directors as “interested
parties” have remained members of the OVGA and continue to prepare a GSP for the Basin;
and

WHEREAS, the District does not feel it necessary to prepare and/or implement a GSP
while the Basin is designated a low-priority and is concerned about regulation of groundwater
in that portion of the Basin within the District’s jurisdiction by an agency controlled primarily
by non-Mono County and non-District members and interests; and

WHEREAS, on September 23, 2020; October 7, 2020; October 28, 2020; November
18, 2020; and December 16, 2020, the District noticed public hearings where it discussed
and received public comment/input on the option of it deciding to act and serve as the GSA
for that portion of the Basin within the District’s statutory boundaries; and

WHEREAS, having considered all comments and input received, the District Board of
Directors wishes to formalize its decision to become the GSA for that portion of the Basin
within its statutory boundaries and also affirm its commitment to work collaboratively with
other local agencies within the Basin to sustainably manage groundwater resources in a
manner that preserves local control and minimizes adverse impacts to local groundwater
users.
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Mono County
Tri-Valley Groundwater Management District that, in accordance with California Water Code
section 10723(c)(1)(H), the Mono County Tri-Valley Groundwater Management District
hereby declares its decision to serve as the GSA for those portions of the Owens Valley
Groundwater Basin which are within its statutory boundaries.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that within thirty days of adoption of this resolution, staff
is directed to file with the Department of Water Resources such documentation (including a
notice of the District’s decision to serve as the GSA pursuant to Water Code section10723(d),
the information set forth in section 10723.8, and a copy of this resolution) as is necessary to
inform the Department of Water Resources of the District’s decision.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the District remains committed to working with its
partner local agencies and other local agencies to achieve sustainable groundwater
management for the Basin in a manner that preserves local control and minimizes adverse
impacts to current groundwater users.

PASSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED this 27th day of January, 2021, by the
following vote, to wit:

AYES:

NOES:

ABSENT:

ABSTAIN:

Carol Ann Mitchell, Chair
Mono County Tri-Valley Groundwater
Management District
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